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“One of Sara’s legs was nearly four inches shorter

than the other,” remembers Susan. “She had limb-

lengthening surgery and physical therapy to correct

the problem.” Now 22 years old and a graduate of

Villanova University near Philadelphia, Sara is an

active young woman who plays tennis and swims.

Dan and Susan are ardent supporters of the

Hospital. Their philanthropy has been targeted and

thoughtful. “I had many significant influences in my

life when it comes to giving,” comments Dan. “My

mother and father are incredibly generous to causes

that are important to them. I also benefited from

learning about several great philanthropists and

their fascinating philosophies about giving, which

has helped us to develop our own style of

participating in this necessary activity.”

“Our son Jack, now 13, was diagnosed with autism

when he was three and a half,” says Susan. “He 

was such a mess when he was little—it was

heartbreaking.” Jack went through the gamut of

treatments, including 40-hour-a-week behavioral

support services and various therapies. He attended

a special public school program, but it was not right

for him. “Then we brought Jack to the Behavioral

Health program at Nemours /Alfred I. duPont

Hospital for Children,” says Dan. “It was fabulous

for us. They had so much insight, were very

encouraging and had a can-do attitude. They helped

us come up with better strategies for Jack and advocated on our behalf

with the Centerville School in Wilmington, where Jack is now thriving in 

a small-class environment.”

“We want to accomplish things through philanthropy that benefit children

and families facing the same challenges we have had,” says Susan.

“Nemours has a team approach that encompasses family life, school and

treatment services. We want some good to come from our struggle and let

the shared experiences of parents like us give other children a chance.” 

Focused Philanthropy
When Dan Katzin and Susan Hanft’s daughter Sara needed specialized surgery a
decade ago, their family was referred by her physician in Central Pennsylvania to 
the “best of the best”—William G. Mackenzie, MD, an orthopedic surgeon at 
Nemours /Alfred I. duPont Hospital for Children.

Dan Katzin and Susan Hanft are ardent supporters of Nemours / Alfred I. duPont 
Hospital for Children
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