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May 14, 2014 

Testimony of George Meldrum before the Delaware House of Representatives Health & Human 

Development Committee in support of House Bill 309, adding electronic cigarettes to the Clean 

Indoor Air Act and prohibits their use in previously protected public spaces. 

Nemours supports House Bill 309, which adds electronic cigarettes to the Clean Indoor Air Act and 

prohibits their use in previously protected public spaces. 

This legislation completes the promise we made to children and families in passing House Bill 241 – on its 

way to the Governor’s desk for signature – which take e-cigarettes out of the hands of children and youth.  

Now it is critical that we address the concern of protecting our health and public spaces from the second-

hand fumes produced by these electronic smoking devices.   

Delaware has a strong history of protecting indoor air.  For over a decade, Delaware workplaces, 

restaurants, grocery stores, schools, libraries, health care facilities, and other public spaces are smoke-

free.  On April 22, Nemours A.I. DuPont Hospital for Children made a commitment to further protect our air 

and the health of employees, visitors, and guests by banning electronic cigarettes from our campus as part 

of a comprehensive tobacco-free policy.   

There are certainly reasons to be concerned about the impact of e-cigarettes.  Although some e-cigarettes 

may be marketed as nicotine-free, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has yet to officially 

evaluate these or any product claims.  The FDA has also not weighed in regarding the contents or potential 

toxins in these devices. 

Many of our neighbors already recognize the potential health risks from using these devices.  Numerous 

studies indicate that e-cigarettes contain toxic substances.  Recently, the City of Philadelphia and the State 

of New Jersey, in 2010, both passed legislation banning sales to minors as well as prohibiting the use of e-

cigarettes in publically protected spaces.  Additionally, businesses such as Capital Blue Cross, Hershey 

Foods, Park, and Hotel, Carlisle Regional Medical Center, and Giant Food Stores ban the use of e-

cigarettes at their facilities.  In Maryland, the use of e-cigarettes is prohibited on MARC commuter rail 

trains, and the Federal Aviation Administration national policy prohibits the use of e-cigarettes on United 

States’ airplanes. 
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Research indicates that e-cigarette use is aggravating rather than ameliorating the tobacco epidemic for 

youth.  With an estimated 1.78 million impressionable youth experimenting with or currently using e-

cigarettes, we must take the strongest steps to protect the health of our children and families.  We must 

ban the use of e-cigarettes in our previously protected public spaces.  We must add electronic cigarettes to 

the Clean Indoor Air Act.   

 


