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Good afternoon.  I am Dr. Katherine King, a board certified pediatric pulmonologist at Nemours Alfred I. 
DuPont Hospital for Children and a member of the American Academy of Pediatrics.  I hold a Master’s 
Degree in Public Health and am actively involved with the Nemours Asthma Education Taskforce which 
works to improve knowledge of asthma symptoms and increase understanding of the effects of tobacco 
smoke and electronic cigarette vapors.  I thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of Nemours 
regarding House Bill 241, which prohibits minors from purchasing electronic cigarettes.   
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) analyzed data from the 2011and 2012 National 
Youth Tobacco Survey and found that “e-cigarette” experimentation and use has doubled among middle 
and high school students in sixth through twelfth grade.  The CDC reports an estimated 1.78 million 
students experimenting with or currently using e-cigarettes.  In 2012 alone, an estimated 160,000 students 
reported using an e-cigarette without ever smoking a traditional tobacco product. 
 
Between 2011 and 2012, the percentage of middle school students reporting e-cigarette use rose from 
1.4% to 2.7%.  For 20 percent of these middle school students, e-cigarettes became their first experience 
with smoking.  And, for high school students, use of e-cigarettes doubled during this period from 4.7% to 
10%.  It is vital to get e-cigarettes out of the hands of youth, which is why Nemours supports House Bill 
241. 
 
Although we do not yet have scientific evidence, there are certainly reasons to be concerned about the 
impact of e-cigarettes.  Although some e-cigarettes may be marketed as nicotine-free, the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) has yet to officially evaluate these or any product claims.  The FDA has also 
not weighed in regarding the contents or potential toxins in these devices.  
 
Nemours applauds these provisions of House Bill 241: 
 
• Restricting the distribution of samples and coupons to minors;   
• Banning minors from purchasing a broad range of currently available e-cigarette products; and 
• Establishing enforcement mechanisms including fines and temporary suspension of the license to sell 

tobacco products for noncompliance with the law.  
 
However, before we declare this step to be a public health success, we must note that our job is not yet 
done.  We have not yet addressed grave public health concerns.  Even after this bill is passed, children 
and youth will see adults legally smoking e-cigarettes in malls, restaurants, grocery stores, libraries, 
school campuses, and perhaps even some health care and hospital grounds.  This legislation, House Bill 
241, does not address protections for clean indoor air.   
 
Nemours supports promptly banning the use of e-cigarettes in locations that have been historically 
protected by Clean Indoor Air Act policies.  Evidence is only beginning to emerge but there are certainly 



reasons to be concerned about the impact of the vapors from these devices.  Some contain nicotine; others 
contain potentially toxic vapors.  Do we want Delawareans exposed to these fumes in public places?   
Clean Indoor Air policies protect all of our children, youth, and citizens of the First State.  Please do not 
fail our children.  Do not fail our families and citizens.  Work diligently to address the public health threat 
posed by these devices. 
 
Nemours looks forward to continuing work with you to help children and families grow up to be healthy 
and live in healthy communities.  Thank you for your time. 
 
 


