
YOUR HOSPITAL CARE TEAM 
 

 

 

Nemours.org 
©2012. The Nemours Foundation. Nemours is a registered trademark of the Nemours 
Foundation. M&C 1295 

Children and families are at the center of our care. When you’re child is in the hospital, never be afraid to ask 

who you’re talking to, or how a person fits into your team.  

 

It always helps to know who’s who in the hospital. Depending on your child’s needs, your multi-disciplinary 

pediatric hospital team may include different physicians, nurses, and therapists, social workers, and other 

specialists.  

 

Physicians 

 

• Attending Physician is the doctor in charge of your child’s care, who may be a pediatrician, surgeon, 

or a specialist. Attending physicians completed medical school and all of the required training. 

• Hospitalist is doctor who completed medical school and all of the required training to provide full-

time, around-the-clock, inpatient care as an attending physician, if necessary. 

• Consulting Physician is a doctor who completed medical school and all the required training in a 

subspecialty who may be called in to give advice in certain aspects of your child’s care. 

• Resident Physician is a doctor who graduated from medical school and is training in a specialty such 

as pediatrics or surgery. 

• Fellow is a doctor who graduated from medical school, completed residency training in pediatrics or 

another field, and is now training in a subspecialty, such as orthopedics or gastroenterology. 

• Medical Student is a student of medicine who is not yet a doctor.  

• Physician Assistant (PA) a professional who completed a specialized program after college and works 

under the supervision of a trained doctor.  

Nurses 

 

• Nurse Practitioner is a nurse who has a master’s degree in nursing and additional training to work 

with doctors.  

• Registered Nurse (RN) is a nursing school graduate who provides much of the day-to-day patient care 

in a hospital. 
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Specialists  

 

• Child Life Specialist is trained to reduce the stress of a hospital visit by helping kids relax during 

blood draws, cope with homesickness, and deal emotionally with a diagnosis.  

• Chaplain is someone who can offer your family non-denominational spiritual care and support.  

• Psychiatrists and Psychologists are trained to help your child manage feelings of anger, fear, 

sadness, or anxiousness. A psychiatrist is a medical doctor who can prescribe medications if 

necessary. 

• Nutritionist is a specialist who provides dietary guidance based on your child’s medical condition and 

needs.  

• Physical Therapist is trained to use exercises, stretches, and other techniques to improve your child’s 

mobility, decrease pain, and reduce any disability related to illness or injury.  

• Speech Therapist is trained to help improve your child’s speech after an accident or medical issue.  

• Occupational Therapist is trained to help improve coordination, fine motor skills, and the ability to 

perform routine activities at home, school, and play.  

• Respiratory Therapist is trained to assess your child’s breathing status and provide breathing 

treatments. 

• Social Worker is trained to help you manage your child’s medical needs and the impact an illness or 

injury can have on your family. A social worker also arranges for home medical equipment, offers 

assistance with financial issues, helps deal with health insurance, and offers emotional support. 
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